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CENTREVILLE: WHERE COMMUNITY COUNTS

The Bulldog News
At the beginning of the school year, our math 
department entered a competition through Khan 
Academy called LearnStorm. To participate, our teachers 
had to create a plan to motivate students to go above and 
beyond their assignments in math class and participate in 
specific growth mindset activities. Our teachers 
submitted the application and then set about 
implementing it. In the end, Centreville students 
completed 2,000 growth mindset activities and greatly 
increased their completion of math-related assignments. 
Our students competed against over 10,000 other 
schools, 22,000 teachers and almost 1 million other 
students nationwide. The hard work was worth it when 

LearnStorm selected 
Centreville Jr./Sr. High School 
as one of only three grand 
prize winners. Khan Academy 
awarded the math department 
$5,000 and the entire student 
body participated in an 
inspiring Growth Mindset 
rally put on by staff from 
Khan Academy.

TAKING LEARNING BY STORM

The JLine Dance Crew from New York City performed and spoke at Centreville Public 
Schools on September 13th as part of an assembly for all students in the district. Powerful 
words of anti-bullying, perseverance, and courage through life experiences accompanied 
the high-energy singing and dancing from the three-person crew. Students were engaged 
and encouraged throughout the assembly!

NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS!
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ENROLL NOW FOR 2018-2019 

PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN. 

Contact Centreville Elementary at 

269-467-5200.

Nancy Griffin joins Centreville as the jr./sr. high school secretary. 
She previous worked as financial/insurance coordinator for an 
orthodontic office and as a medical assistant. She has enjoyed 
getting to know the students, staff, and parents and how welcoming 
everyone has been. Outside of school she spends time with her 
husband, family, two grandkids, and her dog. Griffin loves to read 
and travel and also bake and decorate wedding cakes. 

Mary Grintals comes to Centreville Elementary as the 5/6 grades 
math teacher. As a teacher, she states, “Teaching isn’t just getting 
kids to know facts and pass tests. It’s my job to help them become 
strategic thinkers, problem solvers, and collaborators. I want kids to 
know they can always learn something, even if they think it’s hard.” 
Grintals and her husband are bird enthusiasts and love getting 
outdoors. She spends a portion of her free time working as a citizen 
scientist assisting researchers at MSU’s W.K. Kellogg Biological 
Station in Gull Lake. 

Trevor Haas is on board at Centreville as a PE/Health teacher. He 
attended Olivet College and most recently taught K-8 PE at 
Nottawa. Haas is looking forward to building relationships with 
students and staff, saying, “Making students feel safe and cared for is 
an important part of a school community.” Outside of teaching, he is 
involved with coaching varsity football and track & field. Haas 
enjoys fly-fishing and spending time with family and friends. 

Lauren Morris is Centreville’s 5/6 grades reading teacher. She 
holds an elementary education degree from Oakland University and 
is working toward her master’s degree at WMU. As a reading 
teacher, her main goal is “to encourage the love of reading through 
meaningful and challenging activities in a safe and comfortable 
atmosphere.” Outside of education, Morris does everything she can 
to get outside and experience the natural world through camping, 
hiking, and traveling. When it’s just too cold, a good book is best. 

Stacy Oswalt, a graduate of Western Michigan University, is our 
new Young 5’s teacher. She has 9 years of prior teaching experience, 
and she is excited to be part of a small, close community, saying, “It 
is wonderful to live in and be part of the education system in such a 
great place!” Outside of school she spends her time with her 
husband and three children and taking time during the summer to 
go camping. 

Michelle Chupp-Shears joins Food Service. 
Jeff Herlein and Anthony Crawford join Transportation.
Tyler Langs named interim Athletic Director.
Jane Rumsey named HR/Executive Assistant.
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ATTENTION, HOMESCHOOLERS! 
Centreville Public Schools invites you to enroll your 

student(s) in non-core classes such as band, art, 
physical education, and choir. High school juniors 

and seniors may also be eligible for Dual 
Enrollment at Glen Oaks Community College, and 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
programs. CTE offers a broad range of classes 

providing opportunities to earn college credit and/or 
certification while gaining valuable vocational skills. 
Current CTE offerings are: Agriscience, Automotive 

Technologies, Building Trades, Computer-Aided 
Design, Computer Coding & Gaming, Computer 
Networking, Graphic Design, Marketing, Medical 

Occupations, Welding Technologies.  
The participation of your student in Bulldog 

athletics is also a possibility and is evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis.  

For more information on enrollment, please contact: 
Sarah Dickman, High School Guidance Counselor 

269-467-5210 or sdickman@cpschools.org  
 

Valerie Roe, Junior High School Guidance 
269-467-5210 or vroe@cpschools.org 

Becky Stauffer, Elementary Principal 
269-467-5200 or bstauffer@cpschools.org. 

We look forward to partnering with you in providing 
a high quality education for your students!

KINDERGARTEN AND PRESCHOOL ROUND UP 

March 27, 2018, from 6-7 p.m. at Centreville Elementary 

Parents will have the opportunities for:  
Classrooms and Library Visits

School Tour
Vision and Hearing Screening

Local Agency Connections

Centreville Public Schools needs more bus drivers! If 
you or someone you know is interested in part-time 
work as a regular daily driver or as a substitute, please 
contact the Transportation Supervisor Deb Carson at 269-467-5230. Training will be provided. This is a 
great job for retired people or others looking to work only a few hours a day. Please give it a thought 
and be sure to pass the word on to your friends and family. Thank you!

STRATEGIC PLAN 
WHY DO WE EXIST? 

To educate and inspire ALL students in a positive, safe, and 
healthy learning environment. 

HOW DO WE BEHAVE? 
We value others, RESPECT
We work together to accomplish goals, COLLABORATION
We are trustworthy, INTEGRITY
We help one another, CARING

WHAT DO WE DO? 
We build strong relationships with children and families to 
provide high quality and rigorous education inside and outside of 
the classroom in all that we say and do. 

HOW WILL WE SUCCEED? 
Through a highly-motivated team of professionals who 
implement best practices across the district as well as focus on 
continuous improvement. 

WHAT ARE WE FOCUSED ON? 
‣ Optimizing funds to accomplish more for students. 
‣ Providing high quality, safe, & clean facilities & transportation. 
‣ Implementing financial best practices.
‣ Research-based curriculum, instruction, & assessment practices.
‣ Implementing Multi-Tiered Systems of Support, K-12.
‣ Creating a positive & inclusive culture for staff, students, &   
families.
‣ Developing highly effective employees.
‣ Data-driven organizational practices.
‣ All students proficient readers by 3rd grade.
‣ All students College and/or Career Ready. 
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The 3rd Annual Bulldog Boogie was a huge success this 
year, raising a record $5000. Our Parent Advisory 

Committee (PAC) does many wonderful things for our 
students and school community through All Pro Dads, 

Grandparents Day, 4th Grade Camp, Playground Upgrades, 
etc. The students had a great time getting their laps in on 

a chilly October day. Thank you to our sponsors—
Hamilton Harley, Lennard Ag, Gleaton-Swanwick Agency, 

Bird, Scheske and Reed Law Office—  
and our many volunteers.

Every year the CTE Ag class hosts Centreville 
Elementary students on Ag Hill. The students learn about 
the animals the Ag students raise and care for and the plants 
in the greenhouse. They also have fun in the straw maze and 
games. Thanks to PAC for the yummy cider and doughnuts.

Centreville sixth graders took 
their Character Counts trait to 
heart and put it into action 
with a Thanksgiving Turkey 
Drive. This time, they were also 

aided by junior and senior high 
students and staff to support the cause. To raise money, the 
students gave up their hot lunch and replaced it with a sack 
lunch. Along with donations from Firm Foundation Ministries, 
Centreville parent Stacy Ames, and students who collected 
donated items, 30 turkey meals with all the fixings were given to 
Centreville families just before Thanksgiving.

In September after the devastation of Hurricane 
Harvey in Houston, Ms. Messner and her fourth grade 
students collected supplies to help the classrooms in 

need. Thank you to all the families who donated to the 
cause! Photo (l-r): Paeton Hillman, Rockne Hamilton, 

Jack Bartelt, Nikki Lennard, Jaela Holmes.

Storybook Character 
Parade

gen·er·os·i·ty
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Centreville Elementary hosted another amazing 
Grandparents Day. We were so blessed to have over 400 
grandparents attend for their grandchildren in grades K-3. 
Thank you to all the teachers who provided activities, staff 

who helped prepare and clean up, and to our wonderful PAC 
who provided the food and helpers. We couldn't do it 

without everyone's help.  
We are very “thankful” indeed!  

Top: Conner Reed and his Grandparents. Far Left: Ava 
Lewin and Grandpa crafting. Right: Xavier Tyler and his 

Grandma.

Each year our 4th grade classes visit our state’s 
capital. They tour the capitol building with the 

senate and house floors always being the highlights of 
the tour. They also visit the Michigan Historical 

Museum. Students shared they enjoyed seeing all the 
“old” things and tools from our history. 

Students in K-6 participated in 
hands-on activities and discovery 
learning through a Farm Science 
Lab. Some of the activities taught 
about the 5 senses (K); components 
of a Farm (1st/2nd); genetics and 
DNA (3rd/4th); and bacteria in milk 
(5th/6th). Thank you to our St. 
Joseph County Farm Bureau and the 
Michael West Agency for monetary 
donations and to Sara Trattles and 
Kristine Balk for volunteering their 
time to make this experience possible.

Christmas Programs  
2017
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Our staff and 
students are some 
of the most 
generous people 
around and this 
past Christmas 
was no exception. 
The elementary, 
junior high, and 
high school 
worked together 
for Adopt-a-
Family and 
adopted two 
families for 
Christmas, 
providing them 
with both needs 
and wants to help 
make their holiday bright. Additionally, Mrs. 
Kamphues continued the tradition of an Angel 
Tree at the elementary school. National Honor 
Society students sold tags to raise money to buy 
toys for the Angel Tree and wrapped gifts when 
parents came to pick up toys for their children. 
NHS students also rang bells at Yoder's to help 
raise money for the Salvation Army. 

Last December, Governor Snyder signed into law that all high 
school graduates are required to be trained in hands-only CPR 
and defibrillator use. Our own Mrs. Skrzyniarz has graciously 
offered to lead this potentially life-saving training for our seniors 
over the course of two enrichment class periods. Students were 
able to practice compressions and the correct placement of the 
defibrillator pads on CPR dummies.

At this year’s Homecoming, Carlee Odom and Hayden 
Stauffer were named queen and king.

Homecoming Representatives this year were: Front Row (L-R): Bethanie Bryan (12), Carlee Odom (12), Caitie Carpenter 
(12), Nikki Atkins (11). Back Row (L-R): Olivia Deeds (10), Cooper DeLeo (10), Vlad Schrader (12), Hayden Stauffer (12), 
Sam Todd (9), Matt Happel (11), Amy Carpenter (9). Not Pictured: Ethan Wiard (12).

Left: Whether it’s in the gym with National Guard’s Warrior Fit 
program or on the slopes at Swiss Valley, high school PE classes 
continue to educate students about area fitness activities. Next up: 
Curling at KWings Event Center and SkateTime rollerskating. 
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On December 8th, St. Joseph County Medical Occupations Class 
took 16 members to the HOSA Regional Competition held at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College. These members earned a 
total of 12 Top Ten places in a variety of categories. Centreville 
students earned the following awards: 

Kaylee Trattles: Medical Photography, 1st place
Kayla Gest: Clinical Speciality, 1st place
Hayden Stauffer, Carlee Odom, Paulina Diaz (Constantine), and 

Aoibhgreine Sloderbeck (Constantine): Creative Problem Solving 
Team, 3rd place

Samara Schlabach: Sports Medicine, 8th place 

The members that 
placed in the Top Ten 
advance to the HOSA 
State Competition held 
in Grand Rapids, March 
21 - 24, 2018. Students 
are currently raising 
funds for registration 
fees and room and 
board.

Centreville FFA would like to thank the following 
donors and supporters of the FFA over the past year.

Fred Henningson 
Larry Walton 

James Schwartz 
Advanced Farm Supply 

Crystal Flash 
Wilbur-Ellis 

Lima Elevator 
Michiana Agra 

Bill and Janice Butcher 
Crop Production Services 

Nate Geigley and Pioneer Seed 
Rich Stewart and Partners Seed 

Mike Stears and Stears Spraying Services 
Wes Storms 
Rich Baker 

Rodney Teadt 
Lake Area Veterinary Services 

Sturgis Veterinary Clinic 
Denney Veterinary Services 

Walther Farms 
Great Lakes Sire Services 

FFA Alumni 

During this past growing season, the FFA chapter 
planted corn and soybeans, thanks to donations from 
Partner’s Seed and Pioneer. The students learned how 
to cultivate and prep the ground for planting, with Ag 
student Kolton Beachey taking the lead. Alumni 
member Wesley Storms assisted the students in 
planting. Once the crops were planted, students 
helped run irrigation and applied appropriate 
fertilizers. Alumni member Larry Walton helped 
secure donations from Wilbur-Ellis, Lima Elevator, 
and Crystal Flash. 
When school started in the fall, students prepared 
for harvest by tuning up the combine and repacking 
wheel bearings on the gravity wagons. Students 
worked with Farm Manager, Mr. Matt Littlefield, and 
learned how to operate the combine and harvest the 
crops.
The FFA averaged between 146-208 bushels of corn 
and 44 bushels of soybeans per acre. The chapter was 
able to make a small profit to help fund program 
activities. 

CTE Students of the Quarter. Samara Schlabach, Medical 
Occupations. “Samara has excelled in her work habits within the 
program,” states teacher Darci Skrzyniarz. “She completes 
assignments ahead of schedule and never sits idle.” Schlabach sets a 
positive example as the president of the MedOcc student leadership 
team; continually asks for additional learning experiences; and is 
always willing to lend a helping hand to other students.  
Gunner Breseman, Welding Technologies. “Gunner is a hard worker,” 
says instructor Alyse Gordon. “He has a great personality and is also 
quite creative and majestic on class projects.” Breseman plans to 
enter the work force upon graduation and appreciates the 
opportunities this class gives him to pursue future goals. 

Centreville High School’s Girls’ Track & Field Team is 
the 2017 recipient of the Michigan Interscholastic Track 
Coaches Association Academic All State Division 4 Girls 

Award. The athletes had an average GPA of 3.906. 

Please contact Shawn Hulin at 269-467-5210 or 
shulin@cpschools.org for information on the following  

track-related fundraisers.
• Reverse Raffle, March 3 
• Hurdle Fundraiser 
• Advertising Your Business at the Track
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Greetings! Centreville Public Schools is here to educate ALL students in a positive, safe, and healthy 
learning environment. Our purpose is to meet the needs of you and your children every day, in every classroom, 
and every extra-curricular activity across the district. I continue to be impressed by the citizenship, politeness, 
and approachability of the staff, students, and parents, as I know these qualities are what make CPS such a great 
place to educate children.

Over the past four months, I have worked diligently to get acclimated to Centreville Public Schools by 
looking, listening, and learning. I had the opportunity to engage stakeholders about what is going well in our 
district and also how we might improve in the future. Thank you to everyone who made the time and effort to 
attend a town hall meeting, send an email, or call to provide your input to help answer these five questions:   

Why do we Exist? How do we Behave? What do we Do?
How will we Succeed? What are we Focused On?

The outcome of these efforts produced the district’s new Strategic Plan which is clear, concise, and easy to 
read. This Strategic Plan is the foundation for what will drive the work of the district staff toward improvement. 
We are now developing action plans with detailed strategies for how we will accomplish these focus areas.

One of our focal points is on all children being proficient readers by 3rd grade. Each child’s ability to reach 
his or her goals and dreams is closely linked to their ability to read and find joy in it! Centreville Public Schools 
is committed to providing the best instruction for students to develop their literacy skills by partnering with the 
Reading Now Network (RNN). The RNN—a diverse group of collaborators from across West Michigan—
focuses on improvements in early literacy. With a solid foundation of literacy, student achievement across all 
grades and content areas will increase. The RNN is based on an initial study done within the participating West 
Michigan school districts. Reading data was gathered from these schools and the “outliers” were determined, 
meaning those schools who were outscoring the others. These schools were then studied for what they had in 
common that supported the reading growth of children. Five findings were determined in this study and these 
five findings drive the work of RNN today:

1. An Uncompromising Focus on Reading  
2. Relevant Data Used Deeply  
3. Shared Leadership; Sustained Commitment  
4. Classroom Management Focused on Learning 
5. Collective Responsibility for Every Child’s Success

Centreville Public Schools is committed to increasing the possibilities for our children. Through this 
commitment we are welcoming the support of the Reading Now Network and the new learning surrounding 
these five findings. 

Fondly,
Stephanie Lemmer, Superintendent


